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Dorius won the Freestyle event.

The first round of the 2007 XDL Swunt Riding Championships went
off without a hitch on July 7, taking place in the shadow of the
historic Queen Mary ocean liner in Long Beach, California. After the
smoke cleared, Darius Khashabi emerged victorious in the Road-
Lok Security Individual Freestyle competition, which earned him a
$3000 payout. Defending 2006 XDL Champion Aaron Colten went
home with the most oversized sprocket awards that day, winning
three of the six events. Colton is the |5-years-old prodigy who
rides a streetbike with the heart and skill of a world-class champion,
with the strong support of his parents, Sean and Dawn Colton
Aside from the “high-chair” circle wheelies and smooth acrobatics,
he was the only competitor consistently executing |80-degree
high-chair stoppies that day.

The day started with the Chatterbox Circle Challenge, in
which the athletes attempt as many circle wheelies as possible in
60 seconds, which was won by Aaron Colton. Next up was the
Lockhart-Phillips Sickest Trick, with Southern California’s Eric
Whitcomb coming out on top. The third event of the day was the
FMF Racing Target Stoppie competition. The Target Stoppie has
three different objectives: smash a Red Bull can with your rear
wheel, park your rear wheel on the 3-foot cement wall, and finish
it off by lightly mpping your helmet on an B-foot wall during a
stoppée. Colton also won this event.

The Avon Tires Freestyle Burnout came next. and Colton
emerged from the smoking tire shrapnel victorious. The main
event was up next — the RoadlLok Security Individual Freestyle
contest. In this contest, the competitors have three minutes to
perform a variety of tricks with the ultimate goal of executing each
trick like you've done it all your life. Riders are judged on tech-
nique, ferm, variation and innovation. Finally, there was the SMF
Cycles/Craft Helmets Last Man Standing farce in which riders
perch on their bikes with their feet over the bike's handlebars and
try to knock each other off of their bikes! The event got lots of
kughs as bikes fell left and right, and Jason Pullen came out on top.

"I truly believe we achieved a breakthrough with the XDL U5
Open,” stated XDL series founder Randy Grube. “We were at an
outstanding venue located in the middle of a large metro area and
the competition was well-received by the athletes. The event was
weell attended and had solid sponsor support. | always envisioned
stunt riding as being up there with a series such as AMA Superbike,
and we are getting closer every time."

Upcoming roeunds include the XDL East Coast Eliminator on
October 6 and 7 at Virginia International Raceway and then back to
the Queen Mary for the finals on March 22, 2008.

By O. Jose Bonilla






