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son June 21 in Mew York in conjunction with Hot Import Nights

Mightshift at Belmont Park Raceway. Series director Randy Grube
and director of competition Thomas Evans welcomed the 39 competi-
tars, wha were soon whittled down to |5 main-event finalists.

Leading the pack of the qualifying order was defending Matienal
Champlon and Shift rider Alex Flores, who thrived with the new judging
rules, which place more emphasis on difficulty than they did in the past.

The main event gave each of the |5 qualifiers a three-minute run, in
which they could gain points in three categories: 40 points for Overall, 40
points for Difficulty and 20 points for Execution. Deductions are made
for erashing, bobbling ar missing a trick.

Disaster struck for Chris McMeil, the first rider of the main event.
When he was performing a Switchback Christ, his foot slipped off the
tank, he fell, and the seat came off the bike. McNeil recovered but he
was only able to score enough points for | 4th place. |apanese rider Shin
lasd down an Impressive ninth-place qualifying run and backed it up with a
10th place in the main event. Ernie Vigil provided everyone with a big

Tn XDL Sportbike Freestyle Championship opened its third sea-

scare, Vigll is known as a very talented and aggressive rider, and, after e |\ ' : 0 o N :hir::-m.ﬁit
time had expired on his run, he put on an encore trick for the fans that [l \U._ ' N ¥ York, with 2
went harribly wrong, highsiding him off his bike. He hit the ground hard ~ © " , % 8 intend

and, for good measure, got run over by his bike. A collective gasp went gt anrir-n'goll
through the entire venue but, luckily, Vigll walked away with “only” a

broken collarbene. [ SO

The battle for the top spot came down to |6-year-old Red Bull rider

Aaron Coltan, Rush Deal’s Nick Brocha, and Flores. Having qualified in third, Colton started off the
lireworks with a salid run that earned him high-fives frem his fellow competiters. Brocha was still
shaken up from witnessing the crash of his good friend Ernie Vigil, and he crashed early in his run
while performing seat-stander figure-8s, but he picked up the bike and seemed to loosen up consid- [0
erably after that. Flores started out with a switchback, one-handed stoppie and put on a llawless
run, which put him in a tie for first with Mick Brocha at 88 points, The tiebreaker was decided by
the higher “overall” score, which gave Brocha the win. In the podium interview, Brocha remarked .
that he was both elated and stunned (due to the injury of his friend Vigil).

“I honestly can't remember it, because | was thinking about Ernie,” Brocha said when asked
about his run, -
The other competitions at XDL saw some surprise winners, some old faces, and a lot of new
tricks. Red Bull rider Aaron Colton took Freestyle Burnout with a standstill burnout, saran-wrapping
nto a highchair burnout, earning him enormous applause. Circle Challenge went to Andy Niles, who g ,
rmwmmmwmammwmmmmmjmmum .. W 1;‘“]

wits taken by Mick Brocha with his -style circle strip — L - f———
Fhrmmﬂ# XDL Series d two in Mashwille on July 26, log on to wwwixdishowecom. H_..!' ﬂ?'%{%-
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2008 XDL Champion
Points Standings (F

I. Mick Brocha (45); 2. Ales
Aaron Colton (39); 4. Ernie Vig
Miles (33); 6. Rick Hare (30); 7.
(27} B, Jesse Toler (24); 9. Dan
10. Shin (18} 1 1. Dan Farris {15
Aaron (12); 13, jos Dryden (%)
PMeMell (8); | 5.Brian Chin (3); |
particular ordar); Lin Eshalom |
O'Leary (1); Bill Knight (1); jost
Mathan Hall (| ); Tony Levesgue
Seals (1); Chris Theis-{1); Denn
Ronnle Herrera (1 ); Jason Bryas
CFOwsi {1 ); Shaun Kazmierski ( |
(1}; Gilbert Conde (| ); Donald
Brisbin (1); Micholas Herrande
Loughlin (1}; Chris Jomes {1} Ju



