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Richardson
Big Winner In
37th District

By Kurt Helin
Editor

Former Long Beach City
Councilwoman Laura Richard-
son appears on her way to
Washington after winning the
special  primary  election
Toesday to fill the 37th District
House of Representatives seat,

Richardson pulled 37.8% of
the vote in a crowded 1 7-candi-
date field, handily defeating
another former Long Beach
City Councilwoman, Jenny
Oropeza, who pulled in 31.3%
of the vote, No other candidate
garnered more than 10% of the
vote.

Richardson will enter an
Aug. 6 muneff as the Democ-

ratic representative facing off

against Republican John
Kanaley (7.6% of the vote),
Green Party candidate Daniel
Brezenoff (1.2%) and
Libertarian Herb Peters (1.1%).
However as Democoratic candi-
dates accounted for B6% of the
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Richardson is considered an
overwhelming favorite.

If slected she would Tepre-
sent the 37th District, which

covers about 80% of Long
Beach (although not the east-
ern part of the city including
Belmont Shore). The seat
became open when congress-

woman Juanita Millender-
McDonald passed away in
April,

Richardson said she has a lot

_event.j‘ee5_ nag

of things she wants to deal with
in Washington D.C.

"1 believe that we have sick
cire, not health eare,” sha tald
supporters. 1 belisve our chil-
dren are being left behind. 1

believe we need to get our
troops home from Afghanistan
and lrag."

Richardson was able to coa-
lesce behind her the organiza-
tions that had been the power

All manner of tricks you should not do on the street will be
tried next to the ﬂueenMarytms miendatbﬁexm US

base of Millender-McDonald.
She had strong support from
African-American leaders
throughout Long Beach as well
as the neighboring cities of
Compton, Carson, Wilmington
and others.

“She was the best candidate
and it came together for her”
said Congresswoman Maxine
Waters (D-35), one of
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Ports Clean Truck Plan
Stalled For More Study

By Kurt Helin
Editor

The sweeping and contro-
versial *Clean Trucks Plan” for
the ports of Long Beach and
Los Angeles will get at least
another couple months of
study.

After a closed-door meeting
last week that included union
and other shipping industry
officials, representatives from
both poris sald more time was
needed

One of the things that will
be done in the next couple of
months is an economic impact
study, officials said.

“In the interests of fairness
to those who offered their
input, we need time to evaluate
their suggestions,” said Richard
Steinke, executive director of
the Port of Long Beach. *We
remain committed to agpres-
sively improving air guality
with a Clean Trucks Program,

Under the proposed plan,
trucking companies would be
awarded "trucking franchises”
to haul containers in and out of
the ports without having to pay
a truck impact gate fee. As part
of that contract, over time the
companies would have o sup-
ply the drivers with newer
trucks,

Trucks built in 2007 are 90%
less polluting than the older
trucks currently working in the
ports. Port officials say that,
once fully in place, the plan
would reduce the diesel pollu-
tion from the ports by 80%.

The clean truck plan got the
backing of both environmental
groups and unions already in
the ports. About 50 truckers
took part in a rally outside the
Port of Long Beach last week
urging passage of the plan.

However, there has been
opposition to the plan from

The sweeping “clean truck”
plan would both improve air
quality and dramatically trans-
form the trucking industry at
the ports.

Currently, most of the truck
drivers are independent con-
tractors who maintain their
own rigs. That has led to an
older — and heavily polluting
—~ fleet of trucks making an
average of 30,000 trips a day in
and out of the ports.

gome within the shipping
il poeiliouti o
who ship goods through the
port.

The reason is the trucking
companies would give the driv-
ers an employee standing and
the ability to unionize. likely
driving up the costs [rom the
current fleet of independents.

That opposition has led to
threats of a lawsuit if the clean
truck plan is passed.

“Many business stakeholders

{Continued on FPage 21)

Music, Fireworks Part of July 4th Festivities

By Heidi Hatch
Staff Writer

It's a mix of patriotism, summer
sounds, fireworks shows and festive fare
in the city for Fourth of July celebra-
tions.

The Queen Mary is celebrating
Independence Day with live bands and
children's activities along with unob-
structed views of the city’s fireworks
show, which is slated to begin at 9 p.m.
off of First Place Beach. The ship's activ-
ities run from 10 a.m, to 10 p.m, with
local bands performing from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m., Latin Vibe from 2:30 to 6:30 p.m.
and a Beatles tribute band will round-
out the entertainment with a show from
7 tof8 p.m.

“It's a great view of the fireworks”
said Erika Testo, marketing coordinator
for the Queen Mary, “It's great for fami-
lies, and it's a great place to be — on the
water on a hot July day."

General admission tickets are $25.95
for adults, $22.95 for seniors and mili-
tary and §11.95 for children ages 5-11.
Parking costs $15 per car. For VIP treat-
ment, tickets cost 599 for adults and $39
for children, which include a buffet din-
ner, admission to the “Rockin’
Hollywood" exhibit and preferred seat-
ing for the fireworks display,

The Queen Mary is at 1126 Queens
Hwy. For more information, call 435
3511 or visit www.gueenmary.com

The 2007 Seafest Concert Series and
Fireworks show will kick off at 3 p.m. at
Rainbow Lagoon Park. Headlining at the
concert is Augustana; the band will per-
form songs from their album, “All the
Stars and Boulevards,” and is scheduled
to take the stage at 7 p.m. Kevin Misajon
will open the show at 3:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by Rochester Road at 5 p.m. The
fireworks display begins at 9 p.m.
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HAPPY FUURTH OF JULY!
Block parties, barbecues and

mhm"
Beach

er us on ri’n:' wel at www.gazeftes.com!

uﬁ
qﬁam mmm

Mﬁu-

NEW OTTER HOME... m—

~ Columns & Spotlights —

v' Arts 2007, Page 8

v’ Business Weekly, Page 27

v’ Profiles In Dining, Page 18

v’ Mayors like Long Beach water, Page 6
v' Municipal Band Season Staris, Page 8

The sea otters at the Aquarium are getting a remodeled home - and some
new friends. See story page 14.

—Graphic courtesy Aquarium of the Pacific







