EVENT COVERAGE

HOL BRINGS ITS U.S. STUNT RIDI
WITH A SECOND ROUND AT V

"

WORLDS amD

A

he rlealry between East amd Woest
Coust stunters has been raging since

the birth of the sport, with crews rep-

resenting thelr reglons hard like a two-wheeled
take on the old Tupac versus Bigaie hip-hop feud
The East Coast hat a reputation for breeding the
ultimate hard-core rithers, the ones who invent and
execute the most technical and innovative tricks

The West Coast nders have ahways contributed

B L wEir sUPERSTAEETBIRE COM

flaks, parsanainy and style to the sport, adding

miare ¢ cter 1o thelr riding and bikes alike.

Which coast is the best coast? That's what the LLS
Stunt Riding Championship set out to prove, hold-
ng both West Coast and East Coast qualifying

rounds this year in preparation for a national final

rly mext year on neutral ground in
The West Coast round was held earfier this
“The XDL Shew," Super

vear i Phoenlx (see

Straathike. Sant

the 1op rider, followed by Daries Khashabd and

06) and crowned Kane Friesen

Emie Vigll. The East Coast round, sponsored by
Waiped Toys, was held on a brisk (and wel)
Octobar  weekend at Virginia International
Ra[_ﬁl.'.l.l!‘l In canjunction with the GT Live Sport

Compact auts event. As far as the weather was

concerned, round twe couldn't have boen any bess

ike the scorching-hot Phoenis event Lickily, top






EVENT COVERAGE Immediately following the team event, five riders competed to demon-

what they had to work with. | strate the hottest and latest in stunts m the Sick Innovations-sponsored
think riding in the rain showed
the crowd how much skill there
was involved in the sport.”

At the end of the day, 10 wet, cold

and tired riders were invited back for

Sickest Trick competition. The $500 prize went to Bill Dixon and Joshua
Chem after pulling off a "Leaning Tower,” a stunt where Dixon per-
formed a foot-down, no-handed wheelie while Clem cimbed into
the guardian position on top of the headlight at the same time.
After the compbetion of Saturday’s events, half the competitors
headed 1o a local spot o get some more practice time while the
rest stuck around to check out all that the GT Live event had 1o
offier, including drifting, Supermotard racing, Rally-X and karts. GT

Live organizers even set aside an hour of kart track time to allow

b

another day. Josh Borne, lacob Brunelle,
Joshua Clem, Bill Dixon, Ryan Lanier, Mark “T-Neck™
Martinek, Rick Payne, John Risconsin, and Aaron Twite
eamed the right to compete in the finals. Argo Cycles-
and HAJ Bike Shop-sponsored rider Chris “Teach®™
McNeil gualified in the top spot.

5 the sun rose on Saturday, weather condi-

the ¥DL stunt competitors to race against one anather on four
wheels. Perhaps they should have given more consideration to
this decision, as the natural competitive spirit of the: riders sur-
tions improved slghtiy just in time for the
team event. As was done in Phoenix, the
teams were created at random by pulling names from a
hat. Each team had just 13 minutes of practice to come
up with a routine that would win by virtue of crowd reac
tion. “The Super Stunnas” featured three riders that just
happen to practice ogether on a regular basis; Jacob
Brunelle, Bl Dixon, and Chris “T-ice” Theis. Perhaps

their familiarity contributed to their winning the

faced immediately as they did everything possible to spin each
other out on the wet surface. A few of the riders were even
threatenad with expulsion from the track for aggressive driving
{iyou don't say...).

Sunday started with a riders’ meeting where the undown
for the day was revealed. McNeil, whe qualified first, would be
the last to ride that day. Considering what he had been through
in the past 12 hours, though, he was lucky to ride at all. His

Honcla CBREODRR motor was knocking like crazy and barely fast-
event; or perhaps it was clinched in the final
spconds of the run, when Brunelle tore off his
clothes to reveal a children's Superman
costume - underneath, locking up the

$500 prize from sponsor Warped Toys. ; "I'M ....H...IET I"_'II_IT HERE Tﬂ

“Everyone takes this stuff 100 seriowsly,”

Brunelle sald afterward. “I'm just out here H Av E l I N

to have fun and to entertain the crowd.”

ed through qualifying on Saturday. In a stroke of luck, the crew from
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END BILL DIHON

Warped Toys happened to bring a spare CEREDORR
along to the event and graciously offered Mchiedl
the apportunity to bormow it "It just goes to show
you how much camaraderte there is in the spon
when another shop, that sponsors niders who are
competing against me, will loan me their bike,”
McNeil said. Fellow riders Damien Hunt Mike

Zann, Jacob Brunelle, Chris Thiets and Bill Dixon all
‘\ [|  jumped in to help get the bike ready for McNeil to

compete in the finals. "Bl and | were battling all

weeekend for first place,” McNeil noted, *Mast peo-

\

| ple in his position would hope | couldn't get the

1] hike ready in time for the finals, but he was one of

\l the first to jump in and help me out”

\ Ewen under the cold and rainy skies, the crowd
limid pit row shoubder to shoubder, First out to ride
wixs Aaron Twite, who showed off his extensive

acrobatic skills by back and front flipping off his

| I|I hike during his three minutes Joshua Clem
I used & unique series of bumouts and coaster
variations to separate himself from the rest of
the field, Jacob Brunelle got the fans screaming
with his hyperactive and always-entertaining
shyle. A relative newcomer to the scene, Josh
Borne, earned his way into the Hot Seat {a
throne whiare the current leader sat until he was
outcompeted) by putting together a strong fun
consisting of technical combinations with enough

SPARTAN
HELMET? CHECK!
SMOKE SCREEN?
CHECK!

variations to rack up the points. Warped Toys rider
Mark “T-Neck™ Martinek's technical wheelie com-
bes included well-extended flamingo circles that
had his fellow competitors digging deep into their
bag of tricks o one-up, John “Legion” Risconsim
ook full advantage of all the space available in the
competition area to best outl some wide, fast circdle
wheelies. Ryan Lanier finished his well-executed
run by doing cirches with his helmet bag over his
head, & stunt that earned him some time in the Hot
weat too

Rick Payne eamed a name for himself from the
early days of the sport with Fure Bred Riders, bat
recenthy fell off the stunt radar. *| decided o
leawe the scene for a while and go
back to school to pursue a degree in

computer  enginesring,”
Payne told us “Now
that | am almost
done with school,

| can start riding

more. 5o | decided
to reintroduce  myself
here at the XDL show.”
Despite: an impres-

sivie rum, he was
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unable to dethrone Lanier, who remained on top.
Stoppie king Bill Dixon went next on his Yamaha
R, The slick conditions failed to keap him from
rofling the longest stoppies of the weekend, finish-
ing each with a 180 tum in either direction. The
final competitor, Chris Mcheil, rode with his usual
mix of technical trickery matched with spirit and
energy. Action-packed from start to finish, his run
flowed and linked together all the required tricks 1o
maximize the points

After moving the activities over to the winner's
circle, it was time 1o announce who would be the
recipients of one of the five sprocket trophies pro
vided by Geared Steel Products. Coming in fifth
place was Josh Borne, followed by Rick Payne in
fourth, Ryan Lanier was able to secure third, while
Bill Dixon took home second. Continuing his com-
petition-winning streak, Mchell was crowned the
East Coast LS. Stunt Riding Champion. *| can't
wait to go to Las Vegas and compete against the
West Coast riders,” McNell said afterward. ™1 plan
on winning there too.”

MeMell will have his chance in sarly 2007,
when the best fram the East will take on the best
from the West in a showdeown the fikes of which
has never been seen before in stunt riding. We plan
on being there to watch XDL finally put to rest the
argument over which coast has the best riders—or
perhaps just start a new one., o

ROVANCE TO VEGRS

Il  Chrin MeNeil
gnd Bl Dewbn

_ 3rd PApan Lemer
ith  RAick Peyne
§th  Jesh Borne
GLth  Mark Martinek
Tth Jeha Risconsin
BLh. Joak Clem

Sih  Jecob Brunells

IOk Aaraon Twils



